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TEXT: 
 
Pedro Zadunaisky 
 
Oct 7, aged 91. Argentine astronomer and mathematician whose calculations 
helped determine the orbit of Saturn's outermost moon, Phoebe, as well as 
of Halley's Comet. A pioneer in celestial mechanics, Zadunaisky applied 
mathematical models to determine how gravity and other forces alter the 
orbits of other objects in the solar system. Was also a senior astronomer 
at the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory, and in the 1960s, at Nasa's 
Goddard Space Flight Centre, where he calculated the orbits of the first 
American Earth satellite, Explorer I, as well as other satellites during 
the space race against Russia. 


